
JULY 2021  1

REVEILLE
Official PublicatiOn Of the PhiliPPine Merchant Marine acadeMy aluMni assOciatiOn inc

DECEMBER  2021

PMMA ALUMNI ELECT
NEW BOD, BOT FOR 2022-2023

AFTER 47 years, an alum-
nus of the Philippine Mer-
chant Marine Academy 

(PMMA) has taken the helm of 
the Filipino Association for Mar-
iners’ Employment (FAME), the 
nation’s foremost manning group.
 Former seafarer, master mar-
iner, owner of several manning 
agencies and successful entrepre-
neur, Capt. Gaudencio Morales 
was elected president of FAME.
 The last time and, also the 
first time, an alumnus of the 
Academy led the manning group 
was when the late Capt. Benja-
min Mata PNS Class ‘50 found-

ed the association and became 
its first president in 1974.
 Capt. Mata along with a 
handful of like-minded crewing 
executives founded the associa-
tion to protect Filipino seafarers 
from unscrupulous people duping 
them of fictitious jobs overseas 
and charging them hefty fees.
 It is evident that Capt. Morales 
would like to renew the primordi-
al reason for the establishment of 
FAME by focusing more on sea-
farers’ interest and welfare.
 As soon as he was inducted 

Alumnus on p2

THIS welcome develop-
ment came in the most op-
portune time when major 

players in maritime worldwide 
are busy racing in the use of au-
tonomous ships in commercial 
shipping. 
 Hence, the country’s two lead-
ing maritime institutions have 
joined hands to boost the quality 
of their education by infusing cut-
ting-edge technology into their 
maritime programs to prepare for 
the eventual commercial opera-

tion of autonomous ships in a few 
more years.
 The strategic partnership be-
tween the Philippine Merchant 
Marine Academy (PMMA) and 
the Maritime Academy of Asia 
and the Pacific (MAAP) was, in 
effect, formalized with the inau-
guration of the state-of-the-art 
library, the PMMA Knowledge 
Center, last November 25, 2021.

PMMA Knowledge Center
The P50-million Knowledge 

Center was constructed through 
the generosity of Associated 
Marine Officer’s and Seamen’s 
Union of the Philippines (AMO-
SUP) President Dr. Conrado 
Oca, son of the late great Capt. 
Gregorio Oca. 
  The AMOSUP founder and 
president’s belief in preserving the 
Filipinos’ position in the global 
seafaring market through excel-
lent maritime education 
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PMMA, MAAP 
Forging a strategic partnership for PH MET

By CE Jaime B. Morales

THREE years since the 
last election in 2018, 
the event is held once 
again at the Philip-
pine Navy Golf Club 

(PNGC) in Fort Bonifacio, Metro 
Manila. Members of the Board 
of Directors (BOD) for PMMA 
Alumni Association Inc and Board 
of Trustees for PMMA Alumni 

Foundation, Inc (BOT) have a 
two-year term of office, however 
due to pandemic, the term had 
been extended for another year.  
 The outgoing BOD and BOT 
members served the Association 
and the Foundation for three 
years from 2019 to 2021.
 Prior to the elections, the 
PMMA BOD through the Elec-
toral Committee announced the 
acceptance of nominees beginning 

in October 2021. CE Jaime B. Mo-
rales Class ‘87, is designated the 
chairman of the Electoral Com-
mittee; Sonny Dilag ‘83 and Capt 
Henrik Baes ’87 were the commit-
tee members. 
 Election Rules and Guidelines 
of the Association were strictly im-
plemented starting from the cam-
paign period until the announce-
ment of election results. This was 
emphasized by the Election Com-

mittee chairman in the virtual 
briefing of all candidates held on 
November 18, 2021.
 From October 1 to Novem-
ber 15, 2021, the committee ac-
cepted, validated and approved 
a total of twenty (20) nominees 
for the BOD and thirteen (13) 
nominees for the BOT from 
different batches. This time, the 
registration of qualified voters 
and acceptance of nominees 

were accomplished online, while 
voting was done online and on-
site during the general assembly 
meeting at the PNGC. 
 On the election day, No-
vember 20, 2021, online vot-
ing opened at exactly 0800h, 
while at PNGC, the program 
started at 1300hrs. The entire 
process is monitored by then 
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Alumnus regains leadership of FAME

NEWLY elected FAME President Capt. Gaudencio Morales

 SOME of the participants in the face-to-face PMMA alumni elections for the Board of Directors for Alumni Association and Board of Trustees for the Alumni Foundation for 2022-2023
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PMMA Elect from p1

Board Secretariat, headed by Dr.  Nelson T. 
Prias Class ‘85. 
 In the same occasion, all resolutions 
during the term of BOT 2019-2021 were 
ratified. Capt Gaudencio C. Morales the 
incumbent president, presented the histo-
ry of BOT and the financial status of the 
Foundation. Strict health protocols were 
observed during the program.
 At 1700hrs the new set of BOD and 
BOT members were announced to the 
delight of all the alumni members who 
were present in the event. 
 Let us all welcome the new sets of BOD 
and BOT officers for the years 2022 – 2023!

PMMA ALUMNI BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
	n President – Capt. Jose
  Remo Librodo ‘84
	n	Vice President Internal –
  Antonio Espinosa ‘81
	n	Vice President External –
  Dr. Nelson Gerardo Prias ‘85
	n	Treasurer – C/E Jomel Paradero ‘98
	n	Secretary-General –
  Dr.  Michael Dumangeng ‘90

Alumnus from p1

to his new post last December 
10, 2021, Capt. Gaudencio Mo-
rales immediately proposed some 
changes in the association’s orga-
nization. 
 It was Administrator Bernard 
Olalia of the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration 

(POEA) that administered their 
oath-taking via zoom.
 In his first message to FAME 
members during the virtual 
gathering of the association, 
Capt. Morales proposed the 
creation of the Committee on 
Crew Welfare and Reintegration 
to add to FAME’s five standing 
committees: Membership, Gov-

ernment, Legal and Legislative, 
Education, Training, Certifica-
tion and Assessment, and Spe-
cial Projects.   
 Justifying his proposal, Capt. 
Morales said: “FAME could be an 
effective vehicle and partner in the 
development and implementation 
of reintegration programs of the 
government that will not only 

provide Filipino seafarers alterna-
tive livelihood but also facilitate 
knowledge and skills transfer of 
expertise gained by our seafarers 
for the development of the do-
mestic maritime industry.”
 Capt. Morales, also pres-
ident of the non-government 
group Integrated Seafarers of 
the Philippines (ISP), added that 
this kind of program “can also 
enlighten the minds of our sea-
farers that there are livelihood 
and business opportunities after 
their seafaring career, thereby 
erasing negative thoughts that 
may be detrimental to the man-
ning industry and to the seafar-
ers themselves in the end.”
 In an interview later,  he said 
that the problem on the prolif-
eration of ambulance chasing 
lawyers would not have turned 
from bad to worse if only some 

manning agencies have taken 
care of the crew’s welfare.
 The other PMMA alumni that 
were installed along Capt. Morales 
in FAME’s leadership are: Capt. 
Ronald Enrile Class ’81, as secre-
tary; C/E Artemio Serafico Class 
‘84; and Capt. Reynaldo Casareo 
Class ’67, as directors. They will 
serve as officers of the country’s 
first manning association for the 
next two years, 2022-2023.
 In the past, PMMA alumni 
sitting in top posts of a number 
of manning companies tried, but 
failed to muster enough support 
among themselves to regain the 
presidency of FAME, which has 
close to 120 members, among 
them the biggest crewing com-
panies in the country. 
 The Association accounts for 
about 80% of the nation’s overseas 
deployment of seafarers.

Capt Ronaldo Enrile CE Art Serafico Capt Reynaldo Casareo

THIS is the first time in 
the Association’s over 
50-year history. The As-

sociation has just conducted 
blended elections, meaning a 
combination of in-person and 
online voting, for its Board aof 
Directors in the next two years, 
2022-2023.
 The past BOD has contem-
plated and tried to introduced 
online voting to encourage more 
participation among alumni in 
the elections of the Association’s 
officers and directors, but did 
not push through due mainly to 
limited resources. The pandem-
ic has hastened the extensive use 
of the internet and various plat-
forms for virtual meetings and 
other activities.
 In fact, there were more on-

line votes in the last elections, as 
certified by the Election Commit-
tee Chairman C/E Jaime Morales. 
Only about 60 alumni showed 
up at the General Assembly held 
at the Philippine Navy Golf Club 
(PNGC) to cast their votes in per-
son, but 170 voted online.
 Online registration com-
menced on November 4, 2021. 
Prior to that, online registra-
tion forms as well as nomination 
forms were made available online 
between October 1 and Novem-
ber 17, 2021.
 On November 18-19, all the 
20 candidates for the BOD were 
allowed to introduce themselves 
in a virtual meeting.
 On election day, November 
20, 2021, the polling/casting 
votes opened at 8:00 am and 

closed at 5:00 pm. Before that. 
all were advised on the voting 
procedures online.
 The online voting closed ear-
lier at 4:00 pm and the counting/
canvassing of votes immediately 
commenced. Around 6:00 pm, all 
the votes, both online and face-
to-face, for BOD as well as the 
Board of Trustees for the Alumni 
Foundation have been tallied and 
witnessed by alumni present at 
the PNGC.
 Results were right away post-
ed on the Association’s website.
 Surprisingly, Capt. Arsen-
io Padilla Class ’82, a first time 
candidate for the BOD topped 
the elections, both the online and 
face-to-face with a total of 116 
votes (94 online votes and 22 F2F) 
followed by re-electionist, Dr. Mi-

chael Dumangeng Class ’90, by a 
hairline difference with 115 votes 
(93 online and 22 F2F votes).
 Capt .Jose Remo Librodo 
came in third with 113 votes (89 
online and 24 F2F votes).
 The onset of blended voting, 

particularly the online voting, will 
definitely change future elections 
for BOD.  It will democratize 
elections, allowing those alumni 
in other countries as well as those 
onboard to participate in electing 
their directors.    

Alumni’s 1st Blended Elections

DIRECTORS: 
	n Capt. Arsenio Padilla Jr. ‘82
	n BGen. Melquiadez Ordiales Jr. ’85 (Ret.)
	n CE Ronaldo Calinawan ‘90
	n Commo. Agapito Bibat ‘93
	n Capt. Jomer Pascua ‘96
	n Capt. Raymond Dadula ‘99
	n 2/O Manny Ching ‘03
	n C/E Marlon Bo ‘03
	n Commo. Joel Abutal ’92 (Ex-officio)
	n PMMA Alumni Foundation
  President - Capt Gaudencio Morales
	

n PMMA GS Representative -
  Ma. Gemma Mayo
PMMA FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES	
	n President  –
  Capt. Gaudencio Morales ‘70
	n Vice President Internal – 
  CE Guibert Llamado ‘86
	n Vice President External –
  Capt. Jose Remo Librodo ‘84
	n Treasurer - Capt Oscar Orbeta
	n	Secretary General – 
  Dr. Michael Dumangeng ‘90 

TRUSTEES:
	n	Capt Hernando Eusebio ’73
	n	Capt. Reynold Sabay ’80
	n	Capt. Juanito Salvatierra ’76
	n	CE Chito Felix Majabague ’83
	n	CE Rogelio Sobremonte ‘84
	n	Capt Juan Antoine dela Torre ’85
	n	CE Edgar Baronda ‘86
	n	Capt Antonio Espinosa ‘81
	n	Dr. Nelson Gerardo Prias ’85
	n	CE Jomel Paradero ‘98
	n	Commo. Joel Abutal ’92 (Ex-officio)

Election Committe chairman C/E James Morales
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FOR many, the barometer 
for professional success 
is not about how fat your 

bank accounts are, but for some 
the more important is the respect 
and recognition one earned from 
among their fastidious peers. 
Without question, Capt. Jose 
Remo Libres Librodo has both.   
 A solid proof that he earned 
a well-deserved respect from 
his peers is his recent taking in 
command of the PMMA Alumni 
Association, Inc., having been 
elected president last November 
20, 2021.
 Capt. Librodo’s life has gone 
full circle, from an ordinary 
seafarer, deck officer, master 
mariner marine superintendent, 
owner’s representative for a 
Japanese principal and now the 
president and the chief executive 

officer of a growing crewing 
company, Next Wave Maritime 
Management, Inc., since 2014.
 Simply Capt. Remo to 
industry friends, he is the first 
PMMA Alumni president to 
come from PMMA Class “Apo 
ni Mono” 1984. He prefers to be 

CAPT. ARSENIO C. PADILLA, JR. 
A SURPRISING topnother in the last elec-
tions for the Board of Directors (BOD), Capt. 
Arsenio C. Padilla, Jr. will definitely fit well 
in the vision and plans of the new Alumni 
President Capt. Jose Remo Librodo.
 A holder of Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA) from the Ateneo 
Graduate School of Business, Capt. Padilla 
has been a maritime review specialist for 
close to three decades since he retired from 
sailing in 1994.  He was the marine officer 
behind the successful book: “Review Notes 
for Deck Officers Published June 1994,” 
the most widely-used review material 
for candidates for deck officers at that 
time when gadgets and online review 
were not yet the fad.
 His wealth of knowledge and exten-
sive experience in maritime education and 
training gained over the years as lecturer 
on diverse topics, instructor, Associate Pro-
fessor at PMMA, assessor of mandatory as 
well as specialized training courses, and 
training supervisor for operational and 
management level training courses, will 
certainly come in handy in Capt. Libro-
do’s plan to revive the so-called weekend 
warriors for the Academy.
 Upon graduation from the Academy in 
1982, Capt. Padilla joined his vessel, and af-
ter a couple of years, served as deck officer 
from 1985 to 1993 onboard crude oil, prod-
uct oil and chemical tankers, bulk carriers, 
oil/bulk ore carrier and container vessels. 
 What is unique in Capt. Padilla’s pro-
fessional career, his intensive theoretical 
knowledge in maritime education and 
training is enhanced by his frequent partic-
ipation in numerous seafarers’ conferences, 

roundtable discussions, and training semi-
nars both local and international.
 He was once among the country’s 
regular delegates to a number of IMO 
meetings in London between 2012 and 
2018, many times representing the 
country’s group of training providers as 
president of the Philippine Association of 
Maritime Training Centers Inc. (PAMTCI). 
Most of these meetings were about the 
1978 STCW Convention, as amended.
 Moreover, Capt. Padilla also holds key 
posts in several companies: president of 
Golden Success Group of Companies and 
training provider EXACT Center. He is also 
dean of a maritime school in Pampanga 
and the vice-president of the long-running 
Buhay Marino Dyaryo. 
 Despite his busy schedules, he still 
finds time to write. Aside from publishing 
the “Review Notes for Deck Officers,” he au-
thored a book on practical wisdom: “Sim-
ple: Simpleng Solusyon sa Kumplikadong 
Problema ng Buhay,” published and sold in 
National Bookstore branches in 2011; and a 
columnist to the monthly newsmagazine 
Seaway Shipping Digest from 2006 to 2018.

nnn

COMMO. AGAPITO BIBAT PCG
Another newcomer to the PMMA Alumni 
Board of Directors (BOD) is Coast Guard 
Commo. Agapito Batingal Bibat, Class ’93, 
who opted for public service of watching 
the country’s seas and of protecting marine 
resources instead of the more lucrative sea-
faring profession as his chosen career. 
 A native of Bohol, Commo. Bibat is 
currently the Commander of two Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG) Districts in Northern 

Mindanao (Region 10) and in Central Vi-
sayas (Region 7), which he assumed com-
mand on October 18, 2021.
 Like his fellow alumni in the merchant 
marine profession, he also has extensive 
sea service in various posts onboard various 
PCG vessels.  After finishing his BS Marine 
Transportation degree, he served as Mess 
and Supply Officer and Deck and Gunnery 
Officer of BRP Kalinga; Engineering Officer 
of BRP Corregidor; Operations Officer of BRP 
San Juan and BRP Pampanga; Executive Of-
ficer of BRP Pampanga, BRP Romblon, BRP 
Sindangan, and BRP Francisco Dagohoy.
 Commo. Bibat took command of the 
Department of Agriculture—Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) ves-
sel MCS-3007; PCG search and rescue ships 
BRP Davao Del Norte; and BRP San Juan and 
multi-role response ship BRP Capones.   
 On shore, his assignments include 
Flag Lieutenant to the Commander Na-
val Education and Training Command; 
Administrative and Logistics Officer of 
the Maritime Safety Affairs Office; Course 
Director of Coastguardsman’s Courses at 
the Coastguard Education, Training and 
Doctrine Command; Coast Guard Station 
Commander of the Provinces of Negros 
Oriental, Bohol, and Cebu; Commander 
of the Office of the Coast Guard Internal 
Audit and Deputy Chief of Coast Guard 
Staff for Human Resource Management.     
 Already a holder of Master of Arts 
in Maritime Education (MAME) degree 
from the PMMA Graduate School, Com-
mo. Bibat is also completing his Doctor of 
Philosophy in Human Resource Manage-
ment (PhD-HRM).  
 On top of these, he is also a gradu-
ate of various specialized courses in the 
United States, including a course at the 
US Coast Guard Training Center. He also 
took up the Maritime Law Enforcement 
Course in Fukuoka, Japan.   
 For his exemplary service, Commo. Bi-
bat has been a recipient of various awards 
and decorations, including the much-cov-
eted Command-at-Sea Badge, having com-
manded capital ships of the PCG, as well as 
the Senior Instructors Badge.

nnn 

C/E RONALDO CALINAWAN
C/E Ronaldo Calinawan became active in 
the most opportune time for the Alumni 
Association. A member of Class ‘90, he 
aspired to serve the Association, and for-
tunately elected to the Board of Directors 
(BOD) of the Association, under its new 
president, Capt. Jose Remo Librodo, who 
plans to strengthen the link between the 
Academy and the Association.
 The 54-year old chief engineer, who 
got his license from the Professional Reg-
ulation Commission (PRC), had served his 
license on board for over a decade. Loyal to 
his company, C/E Calinawan joined Hoegh 
Fleet Services as cadet and was hired con-
tinuously, gradually rising from the ranks 
within the company.
 He is serving as Technical Superinten-
dent at Hoegh Technical Management A/S 
for more than six years now. “I started my 
sea career as engine cadet at the same com-
pany Hoegh Fleet Services. I got my license 
as chief engineer last 2000. I worked as C/E 
for 13 years prior to working as Technical 
Superintendent and Fleet Manager after 2 
years,” recounts the chief engineer.
 C/E Calinawan is married to Marissa 
Calinawan and the couple has three chil-
dren.
 “I had a short stint as Tactical Officer 
in PMMA way back in 1993. I also worked 
as instructor in Consolidated Training Cen-
ter in 1996-1997. I hope I can be of great 
contribution to the BOD with my technical 
expertise,” he says.
 His hope suits well with Capt. Libro-
do’s avowed plans. Under his leadership, 
Capt. Librodo plans to revive the so-called 
weekend warriors, alumni who spend their 

weekend at the Academy holding lectures 
for free as part of their service to the Associ-
ation and their Alma Mater. 
 Definitely, C/E Calinawan will soon be 
sharing his expertise in seafaring as well as 
in management onboard and in shipman-
agement with the Academy’s midshipmen 
particularly the first class to help them pre-
pare for the maritime profession.    

nnn

C/E MARLON D. BO 
Without question, C/E Marlon D. Bo is an-
other deserving newcomer to the Board of 
Directors and suits well with the present 
priorities of the Alumni Association.
 The chief engineer was once thrusted 
into national limelight in 2013 after figur-
ing prominently in the safe evacuation of 
over 350 passengers of a Cebu Pacific Air-
bus that crashed and landed at the Davao 
International Airport on June 2, 2013. Us-
ing his skills in crisis management, C/E Bo, 
then a junior officer and a Philippine Navy 
reservist, served as the “guiding voice” that 
calmed down the panicking passengers, 
allowing them to exit the ill-fated plane 
orderly and safely.
 His display of rare leadership amid the 
crisis situation merited him the Military 
Commendation Medal from the Philippine 
Navy and a plaque of recognition from of 
the PMMA Alumni Association. C/E Bo’s 
attendance of a specialized leadership and 
technical skills for passenger vessels train-
ing in Fort Lauderdale in Miami, Florida in 
2008 proved beneficial as evidenced in his 
Cebu Pacific feat.
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The newcomers in the BOD

PMMA Alumni Association’s new beacon of light

PMMA Alumni President Capt Jose Remo Librodo

Outgoing Alumni President Chito Felix Majabague turns over twice his post to newly elected President Capt. Jose Remo Librodo first during the Association’s 
Christmas Party at Manila Hogtel (left photo) and the second at PMMA Complex in San Narciso, Zambales  with DOTr Secretary Arthur Tugade as witness

identified with his original Class, 
though he graduated from the 
Academy in 1989, the recipient 
of the Leadership Award of the 
graduating Class. 
 Little did close friends in the 
industry know that Capt Librodo 
holds three bachelor’s degrees 
and, a post-graduate degree, a 
rare achievement. 
 He finished Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture and BS 
in Agricultural Education from 
his province and BS Marine 
Transportation at PMMA, 
and a Master in Business 
Administration (MBA) at 
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Maynila (PLM).
 The unassuming chief 
executive of crewing company 
Next Wave has been serving 
the Association, as member 
of the BOD, for the past three 

consecutive terms. 
 In addition to these, he is also 
one of the Board of Trustees of the 
Association of Licensed Manning 
Agencies (ALMA), which is at the 
forefront of the industry’s efforts 
to ease crew changes amid the 
pandemic.
 “He exemplifies good 
leadership; he’s the Corps 
Commander of our class,” proudly 
commented his classmate in the 
Academy, C/M Rene Sangalang 
Class ’84.   
 Another batchmate, C/E Art 
Serafico Class ’84, corroborated 
this.  “As a leader, when he sets 
his mind into something, he will 
make sure it is accomplished,” the 
president and general manager of 
TSM Maritime observed.
 Moreover, many people do 
not know that Capt. Remo, who 
commanded oil and chemical 

tankers for eight years, excels 
in tennis and captured several 
championship trophies in various 
local tennis tournaments.
 Moreover, his leadership 
and strong sense of service to 
the community and industry has 
earned him awards, among them, 
the SM Manila 2010 Global Pinoy 
Awardee on Maritime Service; 
OWWA’s 2014 Outstanding OFW 
Awardee in Maritime Industry; 
and Maritime Industry Authority 
(MARINA) Awardee 2017 for 
valuable contributions to the 
Philippine maritime industry.
 Now that he is the master of 
the PMMA Alumni Association, 
he knows as a veteran master 
mariner where he wants to sail 
his new ship. In his heart’s desire, 
Capt. Remo wants to steer the 
association closer to its “mother 
ship,” the Academy.
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GREETINGS to all fellow PMMA alumni around the world!
 Let me take this opportunity to announce the well-timed undertaking that the leaderships of the PMMA Alumni Association and the Alumni 
Foundation have embarked on.
 We have launched an Association-wide “Search for Outstanding Alumni Executives” engaged in manning, education, training, shipmanage-
ment, domestic shipping and those in business, local and medium enterprises, as well as those employed in public or private regimes.
 With this kind of project, we can enhance the PMMA Alumni Association’s strengths and opportunities. I believe that the PMMA Alumni 
Global Chapters will have special roles in making this project successful.
 Hangad po kasi namin na makilala ang ating PMMA Alumni Association nationwide or even worldwide bilang isang matatag at nagkakaisang 
samahan ng mga graduates ng PMMA.
 Subali’t, hindi po natin ito magagawa kung tayo ay walang influential recognition mula sa Maritime Industry at sa ating Government, at hindi 
naman po tayo makakakilos tungo sa ganitong direction kung wala tayong strong financial capability.
 Kaya kami po sa BOT ng Foundation at BOD ng Association ay nag-appeal sa ating mga members to support our drive for financial capacity 
enhancement of our Association through the Foundation in order to fulfill our vision.
 Let me therefore take this opportunity to invite those who are not yet members in your respective chapters to join the Alumni Foundation 
membership.
 Being a member of the Alumni Foundation, you will be entitled to a lifetime membership in the Alumni Association. You can also proudly 
say that you are now a legitimate part-owner of our Alumni Center located in Makati City, which has now a market value of about P45 million, 
more than double the cost of property acquisition and construction of the Center in 2013.
 Kami po ay sumasaludo sa inyong lahat lalo na kayong nasa abroad. Ang inyong initiative at ipinapakitang active participation sa mga adhika-
in ng Alumni Association ngayon at noon pa man, ay napakalaking bagay para ma-encourage natin ang iba pang Alumni chapters, local and 
abroad, na magkaroon din ng ganitong klaseng linkage ng pagkakaisa.
 Maraming salamat!
 Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni Global Chapters!

IN 2020 the world seemed to stop rotating; businesses, schools, economies came to a halt. Nevertheless, the maritime industry continued its 
operations though it was also severely hit by the pandemic. 
 Despite the challenges, everyone braved through and the Philippine Merchant Marine Academy is one of the institutions that poured efforts 
to ensure that it continuously provides quality education and training to the future maritime leaders. In the past years when the whole nation 
is combatting the pandemic, PMMA has done its part to extend its hand to the public while also ensuring that it upgrades its facilities and 
equipment. 
 In partnership with Seaversity Inc., PMMA has provided flexible learning to its students through the Learning Management System. This 
ensures that even without face-to-face instruction, learning could still be facilitated. In addition, the PMMA with the support of CHED has 
applied to be one of the beneficiaries of the funds for the Smart Campus project which just awaits the green light to utilize the funds. 
 Before the year ended in 2021, the PMMA-AMOSUP community witnessed the inauguration of the PMMA Knowledge Center, which also 
houses the virtual reality equipment of the Academy. Indeed 2021 has been a fruitful year for the Academy and with the implementation of the 
MRTV and the proposed construction of the PMMA Lighthouse in partnership with DOTR, 2022 is already looking bright for the premiere 
maritime institution of the country. 
 PMMA will also be receiving funds to implement the delivery of the E-Library and the upgrading of the facilities and equipment of the College 
of Marine Engineering. These achievements will not be possible without the help of the PMMA Alumni and our partners, may we continue to sail 
on and support our Alma Mater. 
 With publications like this may we communicate with our fellow alumni what we are doing in the past years and what we are planning to do 
with the future. Mabuhay Reveille!

Message

Message

WARMEST greetings to all, bunkmates, especially to my seniors!  
 Warmest greetings to all, Our bunkmates, and especially to our seniors!  
It has been a long journey for the outgoing Board of Directors for 2019, 2020 & 2021.  Many challenges have come our way, but our Association 
has survived all these encounters.  Hence, congratulations to all for surpassing, so far, the continuing pandemic.
 As a final message as outgoing President, and on behalf of the outgoing BOD, allow me to express our deepest thanks to all of you.
 Let me acknowledge the people, whose giant hearts left a mark in the success of all our activities, our gratitude to all The Classes and partners 
in the industry for taking time to answer our call, for understanding our purpose and generously sponsoring many of our activities thru financial 
and moral support to us. Thank you very much.
 My sincerest gratitude to ResNonVerba ‘83 for always backing me up and for the immense trust and support. Thank you.
I reserved my deepest appreciation and gratitude our PMMAAAI Council of Advisers, especially the late ADM Reuben Lista and Capt. Jolie 
Pelayo and others for their commendable leadership and abundant support. Their dynamism and competence shall always inspire us as we 
continue with our lives as alumni.
 To my Board of Directors, thank you so much for your effort, time, cooperation, and sacrifices. I have never seen such determined and 
grounded individuals. You continuously inspire me, and it makes me proud to serve this association. I also would like to acknowledge the support 
of the PMMAAAI Secretariat, to Ms. Jade Arroyo and Ms. Bell Reyes, for their unparalleled support in all our activities and events.
 To the entire PMMA and Alumni community, I am honored and greatly humbled by this wonderful experience of being able to serve our 
Association. Thank you very much for this rare opportunity, for believing and trusting in me.
And above all, I thank the Almighty God for His saving grace and blessings in all the activities that we have undertaken.
Having been part of the Association has given me honor not only for the Association that I serve but for the Long Blue Line that I represent. For 
the last three years, we have all been witnesses to the series of activities of the Association in spite of Covid 19 pandemic. 
 I am happy to report that, in spite of the challenges in generating revenues, the outgoing BOD will turn over to our successors in the Association 
and Foundation with a healthy financial position. Our Alumni Center generated a gross revenue of Php 4,886,950.00.  We were able to settle our 
significant financial obligations in the past years for the remaining loan of Two Million Pesos from Sir Capt. Jess Morales. We have the partial 
payment of Php 1,294,633. Thank you very much sir for your humble generosity. 
 We will be leaving a total cash fund balance of Php 990,677 to the Association and Foundation bank account plus the total collectibles of 
Php 643,550.00 as of end of December 2021. The total fund balance to be turned over is Php 1,634,257.
 As the outgoing President of PMMAAAI 2019, 2020 & 2021 we will be turning over our duties and responsibilities as Board of Directors to 
our successors led by our new President, Capt Jose Remo Librodo original of Class 84 “The Apo ni Mono”. This should be a joyous moment, and 
as I look back on our term as Board of Directors, I see the great future ahead.
 There are still a lot of things that need to be done – the completion of on-going construction of Bicentennial Wall, continue selling of 
Bicentennial Coffee Table Book to recover the printing cost, to fund and support our Scholarship Program and PMMA Professorial Chair, and 
the maintenance of the Alumni Center.
 Finally, as I step down, one of my proposals for the incoming PMMAAAI BOD / PMMAAFI BOT is to make a board resolution for “financial 
assistance” for all lifetime members. Guidelines and threshold for medical/hospitalization, death/burial, and loan for training or educational 
financial assistance.
 With these “new normal” situation, the challenge of leading PMMAAAI toward greater integrity, service, and openness, remains formidable. 
However, as I look at my successor and the new set of Board of Directors, I’m very positive and confident that this Association, under this 
leadership, will accomplish everything that the PMMAAAI has envisioned.
To my fellow alumni, let us all give more support to our PMMAAAI BOD and PMMAAFI BOT. We have always known that an association is 
only as strong as the members in it.
 Again, to the new Board of Directors, congratulations on being elected! We wish you good luck, great highs and all the best!
 Maraming-maraming salamat po sa lahat!

 Mabuhay ang PMMA!
 Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni Association!
 Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni Foundation! 

Message

CE CHITO FELIX MAJABAGUE
President
PMMA Alumni Association
2019, 2020, 2021

COMMO JOEL Y. ABUTAL
Superintendent
PMMA

CAPT. GAUDENCIO MORALES
President
PMMA Alumni Foundation 
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FIRST of all, allow me to thank you for giving me this opportunity to introduce my visions, aims, and platforms. 
 I am overwhelmed with gratitude for being handed the chance to lead our organization as the President of the PMMA Alumni 
Association. An organization that just recently celebrated its fifth decade of existence and continues to become strong as the years pass by. 
 It is an accomplishment worthy of being lauded, and more so, for the resilience it has shown. This accomplishment is made possible by the 
men and women who continue to give their utter best in upholding professionalism, unity, and brotherhood, as espoused by our mottos—even 
as we now live our lives and pursue our endeavors outside the walls of our beloved Alma Mater. 
 United by this common bond, it is the Academy’s name that continues to bring us all together. Always, in one way or another, we still 
share the ideals and values she inculcated among us when we stayed inside her four walls. Thus, let me say that my main goal, along with the 
other officers of the Association, is to give our very best to achieve our call upon our alumni members to fully support our Association, which 
hopefully will increase the number of our Lifetime Membership patrons. 
 And that this will also encourage more graduates to engage and be involved, at the same time, provide funding support for our future 
activities. 
 Also, we have seen and felt for nearly the past two years now, how challenges came one after the other. Now more than ever, we must 
become introspective in our longing for the greater good and becoming active in causes greater than one’s self. 
 I believe, is that the Alumni Association must do its best in forging closer ties with the PMMA leadership and the cadets, so that the old 
mother ship would feel our guiding presence and support. In this way, everyone can see how such a positive engagement benefits the collective 
endeavors of everyone. We will always be there for the Academy and we would devote scheduled visits to remain in touch. 
 I also see the need for us to resume the practice of imparting education and training by qualified alumni to our cadets. I am sure that there 
is a significant number among us who would like to contribute to the competence and academic excellence of the students, for their future 
glory would reflect on our beloved PMMA, and therefore, upon us all. 
 We have also witnessed how the landscape of the world changed. The advent and rapid growth of social media interaction have brought 
about an immersive environment where reaching out are at the tips of our fingers. 
 We now have the beautiful opportunity of furthering our network of cooperation and camaraderie with the Alumni Associations of our 
kin such as that of the Philippine National Police Academy, the Philippine Military Academy, the Philippine Coast Guard, amongst a few. This 
will prove significant in the long run in terms of the connections we can rely on, but more than that, the interconnectedness would allow us 
to share cultures and links.
 I have always believed that no man is an island. We should be a part of a larger community that would enable us to contribute not only 
within the confines of our circles but also to those who we can share with the task of nation-building. And it begins with the tender steps of 
moving closer with like-minded individuals. 
 We will also continue to have close partnership with the Association of Licensed Manning Agencies. The organization will contribute 
whatever means and ways it can to help it achieve worthy goals for the maritime industry. We hope that this circle of support would be 
beneficial to our cadets aspiring for good companies for their shipboard training or for employment of our new graduates. 
 At this point, allow me to close this message with two notes that must resonate. First is that I applaud the dynamism and enthusiasm of the 
newly-elected Board of Directors and Trustees. I see and appreciate deeply the fact that they are made up of talented and equally competent 
people, leaders who are on the mold of Masters and Chief Engineers who gave their names forward in service, willing to share their expertise 
and merits as good examples of being graduates of our venerable institution. As early as now, I give my warmest thanks for the sacrifices you 
will give and the time you will devote to help our Association reach new heights. 
 Lastly, may I remind my fellow graduates that we are here on this Good Earth but once. We must not sit on our laurels, rather, to continue 
to exalt our God-given talents so we can make our mark in other fields of endeavors. Be it in the fields of shipmanagement, shipbuilding, 
surveying, business, government service and even in the arts, amongst others, continue to do your best to become beacons for others to see. 
 I remind you all of the exhortations of our Great Professor, Commander Guerrero, who continually told us to not only confine ourselves 
in the profession of seafaring but to venture as well to other ports of calls such as to become shipping executives, surveyors, or shipowners 
someday. For he says it is embodied in our Academy’s Code of Leadership and role as a force of good for our country’s greatness. I must say 
that we have done that admirably. 
 May we continue to shine on those paths, greatly.

Message

WARMEST felicitations to everyone. 
  Looking back, we have requested to the Host Class Chairman and representatives that a program be included, had the 200th Homecoming 
come to pass, for a “Passing of the Torch” ceremony from us to the PMMA Classes ‘66-‘70. Unfortunately, the event did not materialize. But as 
recognized by the PMMA Alumni Foundation, Inc., due to our advancing age and inability to be actively engaged, there is already a de facto 
turnover of our responsibilities to the classes stated.
 It has been an honor to bring the Philippine Nautical School (PNS) Gem Classes of 1948-1964, otherwise known as the “Glowing Oldies,” into 
the fold of the PMMAAAI and the PMMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. and to have rendered our support in our good undertakings. As your elders, 
and one with all of you in the spirit of goodwill, brotherhood, and camaraderie, what we have been able to come up together with you will be 
worthy and golden memories in our hearts and minds. And that we are utterly thankful to have been there and given our presence and blessings.
 As the representative of the oldest class of PNS still able to convey a message from our group, I also extend my warmest congratulations to the 
newly-elected President and Board of Directors of the PMMAAAI and the PMMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. We are assured in the knowledge 
that your pursuit of aiming high to uphold our collective legacies will continue in good stead. 
 As we have already turned over our seat in the Board of Directors of both bodies, knowing that we couldn’t give our 100 percent anymore, 
we wish only to be represented in the Council of Elders with hope and faith that our wisdom will help guide and steer those who would seek our 
counsel. It has not only been an honor. Let me reiterate that the memories I pertained to a while back will be cherished by us and we are grateful 
to have known you all.
 As the days now unfold, in this, the second year countdown to our institution’s third century of existence, the time will come that we would 
also leave this good earth. But know that we are truly thankful to have been there as part of our PNS-PMMA Community and that this link that 
withstood the test of time will forever be part of our history. 
 We wish each and everyone nothing but the very best. In these trying times, may we all be kept safe and always in His mercy. To paraphrase 
a familiar line, “for men may come, and men may go, but the continuity of our line together stays on forever.”

Message

MY deepest felicitations to the PMMA Alumni Association and Foundation Inc. as it celebrates its BOD & BOT Turnover Ceremonies and 
Christmas Party 2021. 
 It is with great pride and joy that I share with you the honor and prestige this special occassion brings where strong bonds of brotherhood 
were fostered. 
 As this Christmas season reminds us of the good old days, I hope it rekindles as well the passion in our hearts to serve and be active to our 
Alumni Association and Foundation. 
 With your help, I am confident that we can overcome the present challenges we face and rise again as a stronger Alumni Association. 
 Mabuhay and Welcome Home!

Message

Capt. Marciano Alcaraz
PNS Representative
Batch ‘54 Class of ‘58

Dr Nelson Gerardo Prias
PMMA Alumni Secretary General
2019-2021
Chairman of Information & Publication 
Committee

CAPT. JOSE REMO LIBRODO
PRESIDENT
PMMA Alumni Association 2022-2023
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT - Capt. Jose Remo L. Librodo 
VP INTERNAL - Antonio Espinosa 
VP EXTERNAL - Dr. Nelson T. Prias
TREASURER - CE Jomel H. Paradero 
SECRETARY GENERAL - Dr. Michael B. Dumangeng

REGULAR COMMITTEES (2022-2023)
n	PMMA ALUMNI HOMECOMING/ FELLOWSHIP/SOCIAL  
 AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 Chair Capt Librodo Members Commo Abutal and Capt  
 Morales  

n	WAYS AND MEANS/PLANS AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
 Chair CE Bo Members CE Paradero, Commo Bibat,
 Capt Pascua & Capt Padilla.

n	MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 Chair Dr. Prias & Members CE Paradero. Capt. Espinosa
 and Mr. Ching. 

n	INFORMATION AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
 Chair Dr. Mike Members Capt. Pascua & Capt Espinosa. 

n	EDUCATION & TRAINING COMMITTEE 
 Chair Capt. Padilla & Members Dr. Dumangeng,
 Capt. Pascua, Capt. Dadula & Mr. Ching. 

n	LEGAL, POLICY MAKING AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
 Chair Bgen Ordiales & Members Dr. Prias, Capt. Padilla,  
 Mdm Gemma Mayo & Capt Espinosa. 

n	AWARDS AND NOMINATION 
 Chair - CE Calinawan & Members CE Bo, Capt. Dadula
 and Mr. Ching. 

n	NEW COMMITTEES: 
 Government, Political & Military Affairs Committee
 Chair Bgen Ordiales & Members Commo Abutal,
 Commo Bibat, Dr. Prias and Dr. Mike 

n	FOUNDATION AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 Chair Capt. Morales & Members Capt. Librodo and Dr. Prias. 

n	GRADUATE SCHOOL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 Chair Mdm Gemma Mayo & Members Dr. Prias,
 Mr. Ching and Capt. Dadula. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022 - 2023

Newcomers from p3

 A member of PMMA Class ’03, C/E Bo 
has completed in 2010 two post-graduate 
programs: Masters in Ship Management 
and Masters in Maritime Education, both at 
the PMMA Graduate School.
 The experienced merchant marine 
officer served as junior and senior engineer 
on various types of ships: tanker, container, 
car carrier and passenger vessels. After his 
sailing years, he still pursued his maritime 
profession onshore taking advantage of his 
experience as a marine engineer.
 He worked as Preventive Maintenance 
Engineer for AMOS System for foreign ves-
sels; a Training Manager of Newsim Train-
ing Center; a Technical Superintendent and 
Technical Manager of a local ship manage-
ment company, and Finance and Business 
Development Manager of a leading ship 
management company in the Philippines.
 He also turned entrepreneur as he 
ventured into a business that provides 
services to several clientele outside the 
maritime industry. Currently, C/E Bo is the 
owner and General Manager of Solstice 
Circledev Corp. that imports and distrib-
utes marine supplies, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for COVID-19 needs, and 
janitorial and construction supplies here 
in the Philippines.

nnn

CAPT. RAYMOND DADULA
Capt. Raymond Dadula Class ’99 is certain-
ly another welcome addition to the new 
Board of Director.  A seasoned master mari-
ner of tanker vessels and possess extensive 
experience as instructor in maritime train-
ing, fits well with the vision and thrust of 
the present BOD under Capt. Librodo.
 Capt Dadula is currently the port cap-

tain of All Oceans Maritime Agency, how-
ever, before accepting a shorebased job, he 
sailed for over two decades from 1999 after 
he finished his BS Marine Transportation at 
the Academy until late 2020.
 In 2002, as early as a third officer, 
he already ventured into training. Capt. 
Dadula was switching from time to time 
as ship officer of various types of tanker 
vessels (VLCC, LPG and Oil tankers) and 
as instructor in different reputable train-
ing providers.
 His first stint in training was as ship-
board training instructor in the now de-
funct William, Gothong and Aboitiz Jebsen 
Inc.  Since then, he shuttled from one train-
ing provider to another whenever he is on 
vacation from sea duty.
 Among the maritime training insti-
tutions he worked with include NYK-Fil 
Maritime E-Training, Center Harbor Train-
ing Center, Excellence and Competency 
Training Center (EXACT Center) and United 
Marine Training Center (UMTC).
 As  a MARINA-accredited instructor, 
Capt. Dadula is qualified to serve as instruc-
tor of quite a number of STCW mandatory 
as well as optional training courses from 
Basic Safety Training to Management Level 
Course for Deck Officers.
 Worth noting, which is certainly 
valuable, is his experience in research and 
development of training courses and pro-
grams as he had done for Management 
Level Course for Deck Officers; a Module on 
Revised Tanker Courses as per 1978 STCW 
Convention, as amended; an Instructors’ 
Course for Conducting Simulator-Based 
Training, a Training Course for Assessors, 
training modules on HCTI and Liquid Cargo 
Handling Simulator Course for VLCC and 
LPG operations, among others
    Married to a fellow maritime in-
structor and has a daughter, Capt Dadula 
without doubt has opted to join the BOD 
with the purpose of sharing something 
to the Alumni Association especially with 
the younger generations of member and 
to the Academy.  

nnn

2/O MANNY ISLA CHING 
The Academy has another representative 
to the present Board of Directors (BOD), 
Second Officer Manny Isla Ching Class ’03, 
aside from Commo. Joel Abutal who sits 

at the BOD in an ex-officio capacity as the 
PMMA Superintendent.
 2/O Ching is currently an assistant 
professor at the Academy and holds a 
Master of Science in Maritime Affairs 
major in Maritime Education and Train-
ing at the World Maritime University in 
Malmo, Sweden.
 He served on various types of tank-
ers (crude oil and product tanker, oil and 
Chemical tanker and specialized tankers) 
up to Second Officer position.
 2/O Ching joined the Academy as 
Assistant Professor in 2015, then as Chief 
of Staff at the Office of the Superinten-
dent, Acting Dean of the College of Ma-
rine Transportation between September 
2019 and June 2020.
 In addition to being assistant profes-
sor, he also serves as Maritime Education 
and Training Curriculum Development and 
Implementation Consultant and Technical 
Evaluator of Maritime Higher Education 
Institutions of the Commission on Higher 
Education up to present.
 Born in Calapan. Mindoro Orien-
tal, 2/O Ching is prepared to serve the 
Alumni Association actively.  This early, 
he already has a prepared plan and some 
proposals as to what program the BOD 
should pursue in the next two years.
 Among these are the “Adopt a Bunk-
mate Scholarship program for under-
graduates and post graduate students, 
who would be required serve at PMMA 
upon graduation.
 Another is to conduct yearly Financial 
Management Seminar for every gradua-
tion class and strengthening of the PMMA 
pool of instructors by aligning with ship-
ping companies’ rotation of their shipboard 
officers to allow them to teach at PMMA 
during their vacation.

CE Ronaldo F Calinawan Commo Agapito B Bibat 2/O Manny I ChingCapt. Jomer D. PascuaCapt Raymond Dadula

Capt Arsenio C. Padilla Jr.

CE Marlon D Bo
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PHILIPPINE MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Mission and Vision 
 

Mission 
 

These we seek to accomplish: 
 Clearing house of information 
 Forum of ideas and concern 
 Hub of development efforts 

 Dependable help and advocate 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

 To organize and develop the PMMAAAI to become financially stable 
capable of enhancing the quality of life of its Members and other 

Filipino Seafarers. 
 To strengthen the Association’s unity and commitment and 

coordinate its efforts towards assisting its members to grow in their 
respective fields of endeavor thereby maintaining a dignity and 

professional excellence. 
 To support the PMMA maintain its status as the seat of maritime 

academic excellence. 
 To promote the PMMAAA Inc. thru representation in the international 

conferences, website/on line and tracers/tracking systems for 
graduates. 

 
 

Vision 
 

To foster a close knit brotherhood with virtuous integrity and 
professionalism determined to support its Alma Mater, attain its 
vision and mission, assists its members and families successfully 

achieve all its endeavor, become a fountain-head of maritime leaders, 
and a prolific advocate of the industry needs. 
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Ms Bel Reyes
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Capt. Antonio M. Espinosa
  President                Vice President - External                     Vice President - Internal 

Commo. Joel Y. Abutal   Commo Joel Y. Abutal
Secretary-General              Treasurer                           Ex-Officio  

AFI President                 PMMA - GS Rep                            Director    

 Director                    Director         Director                        Director          Director                         Director          Director                           Secretariat    
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Allow me to look back to the past  
three challenging  yet memorable 
years of our Association. 

All of us directors originally for 
2029-2020 were elected in 4Q of 
2018 with the principal task of pre-
paring for the Bicentennial celebra-
tion in April 2020 of our beloved 
Alma Mater.  We were supposed to 
be the Bicentennial Board of Direc-
tors.

Soon after elections, we activat-
ed the PMMA Bicentennial Technical 
Working Group, that we formed in 
2018.

But the unexpected demise 
of the late PMMA Superintendent 
VAdm Richard Ritual in January 
2019 diverted our attention to more 
pressing job – to look for his worthy 
successor.

With that, we were forced to 
spend the first quarter of 2019, 
scouting for his replacement. 

Immediately, I became busy lob-
bying in Congress, talking to mem-
bers of PMMA Board of Trustees, 
then Cong. Paolo Javier and Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson, who stood for then 
Sen. Francis Chiz Escudero, to per-
suade them to prefer an alumnus 
to be the next chief executive of the 
Academy. 

We appealed to the PMMA 
Board, chaired by CHED Commis-
sioner Dr. Ronald Adamat, the chair-
man of PMMA Board, to relax the 
qualifications of the candidates for 
the post since one of the require-
ments is a holder of a doctoral de-
gree.  We were able to convince the 
Board and approved our appeal to 
relax the requirements.

Meanwhile the alumni BOD 
together with the Host Class 2020 
continued preparing for the Bicen-
tennial celebration.

The first order of the day was to 
raised funds, so the alumni and host 
class sponsored the block screen-
ing of the movies “The Night of the 
Shadow” and “The Avengers End 
Game.” 

We followed this with the 1st 
PMMA Superintendent Golf Cup in 
honor of VAdm Ritual.  

Almost at the same time, the 
alumni joined the Academy in mark-
ing the 199th anniversary of our 
Alma Mater as the Host Class 2019 
led our yearly tradition, the Grand 
Alumni Homecoming.

In the meantime, the selection 
committee for the next PMMA su-
perintendent finally selected an 
equally competent and deserving 
alumnus Capt. Joel Abutal Class ‘92 
to succeed Richard.

In the second half of 2019, we 
posted the new PMMA Alumni ID for 
Lifetime and Regular Members, days 
before we celebrated our milestone, 
the Association’s 50th Anniversary 
at Rizal Park Hotel.

The Host Class 2020 continued 
the fundraising with “Adopt-a-
Fire-Tree,” a tree planting activity 
at PMMA ground, followed by the 
Bicentennial Celebration Golf Cup 
at Intramuros where the 200-day 
countdown commenced, and the 
October Fest at Philippine Navy 
Golf Club.  

Amid the busy schedules, the 
Alumni BOD installed the donor’s 
class seals at the Alumni Center 
Conference Room and the PMMA 
Foundation placed its list of found-
ing members at the prominent area 
of the Alumni Center.   

Towards the end of 2019, we 
launched our new website www.
pmmaaai.org while the Host Class 
held the soft launching of the Cen-
tennial Coffee Table Book.

We closed the year with our usu-
al Christmas Party as we all looked 
forward to the Bicentennial celebra-
tion. 

Come 2020, the Host Class held a 
seminar on Financial Awareness and 
later staged the PMMA Bicentennial 
Fun Run at Quirino Grandstand.

We took timeout from preparing 
for the Bicentennial to respond to 
an unexpected calamity. The PMMA 
and the Association conducted re-
lief operations for victims of the Taal 
Volcano eruption in Batangas.

When all things were all set up 
for the Bicentennial celebration, the 
dreaded COVID-19 broke out only 
weeks before the grand celebration. 

The unprecedented health crisis 
forced the government to impose 
a lockdown in the entire Luzon. All 
public gatherings were  prohibited; 
there was no public transport; even 
private vehicles were severely re-
stricted.

We have no choice but to call 
off all activities.  It is unfortunate. 
We issued an Advisory, postponing 
the PMMA Bicentennial Celebration 
amid COVID-19 pandemic.

But the Association did not stop 
performing its social responsibility.  
We distributed “ayuda”. The Associ-
ation together with PMMA pooled 
some resources to extend help to 
hundreds of seafarers stranded in 
Metro Manila. They could not go 
home to their provinces since public 
transport was not allowed. 

We also shared relief goods with 
PMMA employees and midship-
men/women.

At the start of the second half 
of 2020, we finally pushed through 
although virtually with the post-
poned PMMA Bicentennial raffle 
draw in celebration of the Associa-
tion’s 51st anniversary. All major and 
minor prizes were raffled off.

The Association also held zoom 
meeting to discuss House Bill No. 
6397 and propsoed the “PMMA Bi-
centennial Charter”.

Later, the Association forged 
partnership with the alumni asso-
ciations of PMA, PNPA, PAF Flying 
School, PCG Officers Candidate 
School and MAAP, to form the As-
sembly of Service Academies and 
Schools Alumni Association of the 
Philippines or ASASAAP.    

In late 2020, typhoons Rolly 
and Ulysses hit northeastern Luzon 
and Bicol regions, causing unprece-
dented floods in the area. In coop-
eration with the PMMA Alumni PCG 
Chapter, we again distributed relief 
goods to victims in coordination 
with the PMMA Alumni El Cagayano 
and PMMA Alumni Bicol Chapter.

Another worth remembering is 

the unveiling in December 2020 of 
the historical marker at Pavilion de 
La Castellana, the exact spot of the 
Escuela Nautica de Manila is located 
two hundred years ago on Cabildo 
corner Beaterio Streets in Intramur-
os, Manila, indicating the inclusion 
of PMMA in the nation’s rich history 
and heritage.

Again, the Association and the 
Foundation ended 2020 with our 
traditional Christmas party, virtually 
for the first time.

In 2021, during the first quarter, 
the 1st General Assembly and for-
mal launching of ASASAAP was held 
at Camp Aguinaldo.

Also, the PMMA Alumni 200th 
Auxiliary Squadron of the PCG Aux-
iliary was formed, giving our mem-
bers a chance to share our expertise 
with the PCG.

The BOD also conducted a free 
training webinar on Internal Audit-
ing based on ISO 19011:2018 Guide-
lines and ISO 9001:2015 Quality 
Management System in February 
and April for members.  

The “Welcome Wall” build by 
Host Class 2018 was completed and 
we held groundbreaking ceremony 
for the construction of the “Bicen-
tennial Wall” at PMMA ground in San 
Narcisa, Zambales.

Moreover, the BOD and Board 
of Trustees after signed a Memo-
randum of Agreement ironing out 
some issues regarding the PMMA 
Alumni Center’s ownership, man-
agement  and operation.

The BOD also processed the 
Association’s SEC registration that 
expired in 2019 and we applied for 
the perpetual registration so there 
would be no expiration.

In the second half of 2021, PM-
MAAAI joined the ASASAAP Virtual 
Leadership Development Sympo-
sium with incoming president Capt. 
Jose Remo Librodo as one of the 
speakers.  Later, we attended the 
ASASAAP handover of chairman-
ship and Christmas Party.

The PMMA Boulder project of 
Host Class 2000 was delivered as we 
held our 52nd Anniversary celebra-
tion via Zoom. 

The PMMAAAI/PMMAAFI, un-
der the Adopt-a-Scholar Program, 
adopted five deserving incoming 
Grade 7 students in San Narciso, 
Zambales as part of our community 
outreach program.

Finally, we were able to stage 
our elections.  For the first time, it 
was a blended election; meaning, 
members cast their vote through 
online and in person to observe 
safety and health protocols under 
the “new normal.”

So, our previously planned Bi-
centennial BOD turned out to be the 
Pandemic BOD. Nevertheless, this 
team of Directors and our Alumni 
Association were able to overcome 
the many challenges brought about 
by COVID-19.  

Some of our bunkmates have 
gone to join our Creator, but many 
still remain; hence, we should all 
thank God for helping us survive 
the pandemic.  

Maraming salamat po!

Looking back...

ANOTHER highlight of 
the last alumni elec-
tions for the Board of  

Directors,  PMMA Alumni Founda-
tion President Capt. Gaudencio 
Morales reported on the opera-
tion of the Alumni Center in the 
last two years and made special 
mention of its tenant, Epic Ship-
management.  He first thanked C/E 
Jaime Morales for facilitating Epic’s 
rental of the Center that generated 
revenues for the Foundation. 

He then presented the Center’s 
financial statement showing a cash 
balance of more than P1.2 million 
as of October 31, 2021, with total 
liabilities only amounting to over 
P700,000, describing the Alumni Cen-
ter operation as “self-sustaining” and 
its financial position as “quite healthy.”

“If there will be more alumni 
members who will support by join-
ing the Foundation as members, 
we could generate more funds that 
can be used for the Alumni Associ-
ation’s programs,” he commented.

Capt. Morales clarified that, al-
though the Foundation is the cus-
todian and signatory of the Foun-
dation’s bank accounts, being the 
registered owner of the property, 
the Alumni Center is managed by 
the Association.

This was agreed between the 
Foundation and the Association 
to reduce cost of the Center’s 
operation. 

However, he said that since the 
leadership of the Foundation is not 
getting any younger, it recognizes 
the need to entrust the Foundation 

to the younger generation of alumni 
who are willing to serve.

For smooth leadership transi-
tion, the BOT and the BOD held a 
series of virtual meetings in May 
and June 2021 to craft a memoran-
dum of agreement between the 
Foundation and the Association 
on how the Alumni Center will be 
managed in the future.

The MOA says the Foundation 
and Association will jointly manage 
the Alumni Center. It also provides 
for the sharing of the expenses, 
custody of funds and financial co-
operation. 

He informed alumni present 
that the Foundation’s member-
ship is just about 1,200 including 
non-alumni who support the Foun-
dation. He said: “This is only about 
14% of the Association’s member-
ship sana man lang tumaas ang 
membership nito (hopefully mem-
bership increases to) at least 51%.”

“If we can raise the membership 
to 51% of the Association, we can 
generate P35 million through the 
Foundation, we can have financial 
capability for expansion. Then we 
can say that we, the PMMA Alumni 
Association members are the right-
ful owner of the Alumni Center,” 
Capt. Morales explained.

Lastly, the Foundation presi-
dent urged fellow alumni to adopt 
“an unselfish view of the vision of 
the Association and the Founda-
tion not only for the benefit of the 
members and PMMA, but for the 
greater benefit of the maritime 
industry that we all belong.”

Alumni ratifies
BOD-BOT agreement

IN spite of the continuing pandemic, the 
PMMA continued to teem with activities 
and project.
 At the turnover ceremony of the 
leadership of the Association at the 
Manila Hotel, Ens Chuck dela Cruz, Chief 
of Staff PMMA Superintendent Commo. 
Joel Abutal, reported some of the ongo-
ing projects at the Academy. 
 After the completion of the  PMMA 
Knowledge Center, construction of the 
new barracks worth P25 million has 
commenced. 
 Ens Dela Cruz reported that the 
PMMA Administration had just autho-
rized the procurement of new bunks and 
mattresses, adding there were still “Fort 
Bonifacio-era mattresses” that were 
only recently replaced with the newly 
procured mattresses.
 Also approved is the new water pip-
ing system for the academy.
 Moreover, the Boulder, a project 
of PMMA Class 2000 has been placed 
on a pedestal. The Bolder is engraved 
with the PMMA Code of Leadership and    
Discipline.
 PMMA is also enhancing its motor 
pool system with new equipment and 
re-fleeting to replace old buses and 
vehicles. There are also renovation of 
various offices; the Office of the Super-
intendent reception area for visitors has 
been finished.

 Ens Dela Cruza likewise reported 
that the PMMA Board had awarded a 
contract to urban planners and archi-
tects to develop a land use and infra-
structure plan.  The objective is to devel-
op a 10-year plan on how to use PMMA’s 
60-hectare campus to guide various 
alumni classes who want to donate ga-
zebos and classrooms.
 Also, already in the pipeline is the 
national policy and research institute 
that would serve as the research arm 
of the national government on all mar-
itime related policies, rules and laws 
regulation to be led by academicians 
coming from the academy. 
 Another in the pipeline is a sports 
complex, a five-year rolling plan for sports 
complex at the back of the barracks which 
the administration intends to put up in 
partnership with the local government 
units that would house advanced sports 
facilities.  A multi-year plan to make 
PMMA the center of sports activities of 
Zambales has been submitted to the Re-
gional Development Council and to the 
national government for funding.         
 Also underway is the P5.4 billion 
multirole training ship to be funded 
through official development assistance 
from France to be constructed by French 
shipbuilder OCEA, which built  the most 
modern ship of the Philippine Coast 
Guard, the 84-meter multi role ship.

PMMA Updates

ALUMNI Foundation President Capt Morales presents the highlights of the memorandum of 
agreement between BOD and BOT during the alumni elections 
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THE Philippine Mer-
chant Marine Academy 
(PMMA) under Super-

intendent Commo. Joel Abu-
tal is pinning its hopes on the 
enactment of the proposed bill 
seeking to convert the maritime 
institution into the National 
Maritime Academy during the 
18th Congress.  
 If enacted, the law will 
further strengthen PMMA 
not only as the nation’s 
leading maritime education 
and training institution that 
produces world class maritime 
professionals, but also as the 
industry’s think tank to address 
the research and development 
needs of the maritime industry.
 House Bill No. 10449, the 

substitute bill for HB 6439 au-
thored by Cagayan De Oro Rep. 
Rufus Rodriguez that seeks to 
declare PMMA as the National 
Maritime Academy, earned the 
approval of two House commit-
tees, the ways and means and 
appropriation committee and the 
higher and technical education 
committee last month.
 During the recent elections 
for the BOD of the Alumni As-
sociation and the BOT of the 
Alumni Foundation, PMMA 
Superintendent Commo.  Joel 
Abutal announced that the 
House bill is now being delib-
erated “for the third and final 
reading in the plenary.”
 In all likelihood, the bill 
that seeks to replace PMMA’s 

charter enacted in 1963 would 
also hurdle the Senate since 
several administration senators 
are supporting the measure.  
Senators Christopher Lawrence 
“Bong” Go and Ronald “Bato” 
dela Rosa are both pushing for 
the passage of the bill at the up-
per chamber.
 Commo. Abutal said the 
measure, once enacted, would 
make the nation’s oldest 
maritime institution more 
responsive to the needs of 
the times. Even before the 
pandemic, PMMA is already 
offering blended learning; and 
pioneers in the use of cutting 
edge information technology in 
education.  
 “It will strengthen PMMA 
in terms of flexibility of pro-
grams, human resources and 
other things which the current 
charter cannot provide,” he said.
 In terms of programs, the 
proposed National Maritime 
Academy would allow PMMA 
to add other maritime pro-
grams to its course offerings.  
“As of now, we only have two 
bachelor of science degrees, 
BS Marine Transportation 
(BSMT) and BS Marine Engi-
neering (BSMarE).”
 Commo. Abutal said the 
House bill would allow the state-
run school to provide for other 
programs to cover other areas of 
the industry such as, maritime 

administration, port manage-
ment, maritime law enforcement, 
among others.  
 “There would be no limit 
(in the number of programs, 
as long as it is related to the 
requirements of the industry 
and passed the PMMA Board,” 
the PMMA chief executive 
explained.  
 Also, under the proposed law, 
PMMA will also play a significant 
role in promoting maritime edu-
cation and training in the coun-
try by sharing its expertise with 
private maritime schools espe-
cially in research and technology.
 What’s more, the measure 

provides PMMA a “multi-
role training ship” which it 
can share with other maritime 
schools.  The bill says Congress 
shall provide funds for the ac-
quisition and operation of the 
training ship     
 Commo. Abutal expects that 
the enactment of the bill will 
lead to significant increase in 
PMMA’s budget since it provides 
for more personnel, expansion 
of campus in other parts of the 
country, construction of the 
building for the PMMA Gradu-
ate School and “the national re-
search center that would serve as 
the think tank of the industry.”

Lawmakers support proposed new PMMA Charter

PMMA Superintendent Commo. Joel Y. Abutal

Secretary Tugade inspects the high technology equipment at the PMMA Knowledge Center

Alumni Association responds to Odette victims

THE Alumni Association was among the first 
groups in the maritime industry to respond 
to the victims of the super typhoon Odette 

that bludgeoned practically the entire Visayas and 
some parts of northern Mindanao only days before 
Christmas day.  
 Similar to typhoons Rolly and Ulysses that 
battered northeastern Luzon in November last year, 
making record level floods in Cagayan Valley, the 
newly-elected President Capt. Jose Remo Librodo 
right way initiated a fund drive on December 19 to 
send some money to help fellow alumni in Bohol 
just a couple of days after Odette left the country.
 Capt. Librodo reached out to fellow members of 
the PMMA Alumni Cavite Chapter and was able to 
raise initially a cash donation totalling to P40,000, 
which was send to victims in Tubigon, Bohol.  
 Realizing the magnitude of the typhoon’s wrath, 
outgoing President C/E Felix Chito Majabague 
made a call on December 24 to all alumni to share 
in the relief operation by donating cash or in kind 
for Odette victims. 

 C/E Majabague made the Alumni Center in 
Palanan, Makati City as the nerve center of all 
operations for Odette victims and identified his 
successor Capt. Librodo as the contact person for 
all relief operation efforts of the Association and the 
Alumni Foundation. 
 Meanwhile, the incoming Alumni president 
followed up the call on fellow alumni to extend help 
on December 28, with many responding to the call. 
 All in all, the association came out with an 
estimated P120,000 worth of packed relief goods 
consisting of rice, canned goods, toiletries and 
bottled water, which were delivered to typhoon 
victims in Cebu.
 Capt. Librodo said that upon reaching Cebu, 
the Association’s newly-elected director Commo. 
Agapito Bibat, chief of PCG Central Visayas, would 
take over for the distribution of relief goods.
 He added that the gathering of support for 
Odette victims is continuing and projected that 
the Association would be sending another batch of 
relief goods to Visayas after three weeks.

TRANSPORTATION offi-
cials led by Secretary Ar-
thur Tugade trooped to the 

PMMA Complex in San Narciso, 
Zambales to induct the new Board 
of Directors (BOD) of the Alum-
ni Association and the Board of 
Trustees (BOT) of the Foundation 
during his first ever visit to the 
Academy on December 14, 2021.

After administering the oath of 
office of the new BOD and BOT, 
the secretary told the officers of the 
two alumni organizations to take 
seriously their mandate as mem-
bers of the BOD of the Alumni 
Association and the BOT of the 
Foundation. 

“Yung oath-taking ninyo ngay-
on ay hindi lamang isang formal-
ity, kundi isang matagumpay na 
commitment sa paninindigan ng 
PMMA, na sinasabi ninyo na dapat 
may kawastuhan, dapat may ka-
babaang loob, at dapat may kagit-
ingan,” the secretary said.

(Your oath-taking today is not 
just a formality, but a triumphant 
commitment to the principles of 
PMMA, which you assert should 

have righteousness, humility, and 
courage).

Shortly after, the outgoing 
president of the Alumni C/E Fe-
lix Chito Majabague, again, for 
the second time, turned over 
the reins of the Association to 
incoming president Capt. Jose 
Remo Librodo, this time, in front 
of Secretary Tugade. The earlier 
turnover ceremony was held on 
December 10 at the Manila Hotel. 

In his visit to the state-run 
maritime institution, the secre-
tary was accompanied by DOTr 
Undersecretary for Finance 
Giovanni Lopez, Undersecretary 
for Maritime, former Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG) chief Adm. 
George Ursabia Jr., and Assistant 
Secretary for Maritime VAdm. 
Narciso Vingson.

Also, PMMA Superintendent 
Commo. Joel Abutal toured the 
secretary on the sprawling campus, 
showed him the newly inaugurat-
ed P50-million PMMA Knowl-
edge Center, and was impressed by 

DOTR on p10

DOTr Sec Tugade inducts 
new Alumni BOD, BOT

DOTr Secretary Arthur Tugade is welcomed by PMMA Supt Commo Joel Abutal at PMMA 
Complex in San Narciso, Zambales
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and training is now being carried out by his 
son, Dr. Oca, who funded the construction 
of the new learning center at the sprawling 
PMMA Complex in San Narciso, Zambales.    
 Hence, in his message during the un-
veiling of the P50-million library, PMMA 
Supt. Commo. Joel Abutal described the 
generous donation as a “coming home” of 
the institution’s most distinguished son. 
(see related story) 
 The digital library dovetails with the 
PMMA’s program of digitalization of 
maritime education in preparation for 
the commercial operation of autono-
mous ships.
 The 2,000-square-meter, two-storey 
Capt. Gregorio Oca Hall is complemented 

with the ongoing PMMA Smart Campus 
Project, the PMMA-Seaversity Virtual and 
Augmented Reality Project in line with 
the institution’s contribution to Industrial 
Revolution 4.0 to prepare its students for 
the coming of unmanned ships.
 It is equipped with the latest virtual re-
ality (VR) technology that allows students, 
with the use of a headset, to go onboard 
any types of ships without leaving the li-
brary; conduct a virtual tour of the entire 
deck and engine department and prac-
tice important bridge operations as well 
as overhauling of engines in the engine 
room, virtually.
 Also, with the available gadgets, stu-
dents can try augmented reality (AR), a 
technology that combines virtual reality 
with (actual) reality. Using tablets, stu-

TODAY, someone 
came home,” an-
nounced PMMA 

Superintendent Commo 
Joel Abutal during the in-
auguration on November 
25, 2021.  just 4 days after 
Capt. Oca’s 11th
 Quite obviously, Com-
mo Abutal was referring 
to the late AMOSUP 
founding president Capt. 
Gregorio Oca.
 Inarguably the mari-
time institution’s most fa-
mous son, Capt. Oca was 
a member of Class 1948 of 
the Philippine Nautical School (PNS), the 
precursor of PMMA. As an officer he expe-
rienced the rough seas as well as the shabby 
treatment of his fellow officers by their em-
ployers.
 Saddened by the unfair treatment of Fil-
ipino seafarers especially the licensed crew 
and their miserable working conditions, 
Capt. Oca formed the Associated Marine 
Officers’ and Seaman’s Union of the Phil-
ippines (AMOSUP) in 1972 that  grew to 
become the world’s, biggest seafarers’ union 
with an  estimated over 125,000 members 
prior to the pandemic. 
 With AMOSUP, Capt. Oca champi-
oned the fight for the social, legal and moral 
rights of its members seafarers.  
 A stalwart promoter of the seafaring 
profession, Capt.  Oca believed that Filipino 

seafarers, in order to main-
tain their competitiveness 
globally, should be well 
trained, disciplined, and 
hard working. Hence, 
he set up the Maritime 
Academy of Asia and the 
Pacific (MAAP) in 1998 
which, without doubt, has 
contributed significantly 
in preserving Filipinos as 
the seafarers of choice.  
       In 1986, he is credited for 
introducing a provident/re-
tirement fund for seafarers, 
enabling his members to 
enjoy a benefit not usually 

available to contractual workers. AMOSUP’s 
collective bargaining agreements (CBAs) have 
become the benchmark of CBAs of many sea-
farers’ unions worldwide. 
 He extended various assistance to gov-
ernment agencies in the maritime indus-
try to help them perform their mandates 
and was also pivotal in the formation in 
2004 of the International Bargaining Fo-
rum (IBF), where employers’ groups and 
seafarers’ unions negotiate on welfare and 
other issues affecting seafarers, unprece-
dented in the global scale. 
 For his immense contributions to Filipi-
no seafarers, to the country and to shipping, 
Capt. Oca received numerous honors and 
awards both here and abroad and had gained 
him esteemed stature unmatched by any Fili-
pino seafarer in global shipping.

PMMA welcomes famous son

AMOSUP Founding President Capt Gregorio 
Oca PNS Class ‘48

dents can manipulate ship equipment 
virtually, through this technology. C/E Ro-
meo Luzuriaga of Compman Review Cen-
ter donated 50 tablets and several large TV 
sets for the use in the library.
     In his brief message, Dr. Oca exhorted 
the PMMA cadets, who witnessed the sim-
ple yet historic event, to take advantage of 
the modern library that can accommodate 
four sections or about 100 students. 
 Addressing the PMMA cadets present 
at the ceremony, Dr. Oca said: “As cadets, 
your role in all of these is to use this build-
ing. Study hard, improve your skills and 
knowledge, and improve your attitudes.” 
 “Gamitin nyo ang building na ito; 
araw-araw pumunta kayo rito, mag-aral 
kayo. Kung gagawin ninyo ito na-achieve 
na namin ang gusto naming gawin (Use 
this building; come here every day to 
study. If you would do that, we have then 
achieved our goal),” he told the cadets. 
 Dr. Oca is joined by AMOSUP Executive 
Vice President and MAAP President VAdm. 
Eduardo Ma. Santos. Others present to wit-
ness the historic event were PMMA Alum-
ni President Felix Chito Majabague, former 
chairman of the Board of Examiners for Deck 
Officers Capt. Constantino Arcellana Jr., C/E 
Luzuriaga, and PMMA Assistant Superinten-
dent for Academics Capt. Reynold Sabay.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
CONTINUING  his message, Commo. 
Abutal said “this gift to PMMA cadets” was 
delivered in the most opportune time, when 
the manning industry is confronted with 
several threats including those close to the 
hearts of Filipino seafarers and their families.
 “The threat of losing jobs has never 
been clearer than it is nowadays,” said the 
PMMA superintendent, noting that “the 
need to continuously develop the capabil-
ities of our seafarers right at the beginning 

is needed more than ever to keep our edge 
over other nationalities.”
 Commo. Abutal expressed his utmost 
appreciation of Dr. Oca and VAdm. San-
tos for the donation with palpable strate-
gic importance to the institution, and for 
gracing the PMMA grounds, as he high-
lighted the growing cooperation between 
sister schools MAAP and PMMA. 
 “Now more than ever, when we are 
faced with challenges we have never seen 
before, we have to unite, forget our per-
sonal prides and consequences for the 
good of the Filipino seafarers, something 
Capt. Oca had always advocated when he 
was alive.”
 In response, Dr. Oca stressed that it is 
about time that PMMA and MAAP take ad-
vantage of their common link of brotherhood, 
his father Capt. Oca, to help revive the Philip-
pine maritime industry amid the impact of 
the pandemic and the looming threat of loss 
of jobs to thousands of Filipino seafarers.
 Capt. Oca’s son even went beyond his 
latest donation to PMMA as he expressed 
his willingness to share MAAP’s resources 
with the state-run institution.
 “It’s not competition, it’s cooperation 
between MAAP and PMMA. We’re hap-
py that you acknowledged that we’re sister 
academies. We will take to fruition our sis-
terhood,” Dr. Oca said.  
 Let’s take advantage of that,” adding 
that “all facilities and resources of AMO-
SUP and MAAP is at the disposal of 
PMMA whenever needed,” and asked that 
PMMA do the same for MAAP.
    The AMOSUP president was equally 
thankful for the chance to be part of the 
nation’s oldest maritime institution. 
 “Thank you very much for giving us 
the opportunity to impart something, to 
contribute in the education of PMMA ca-
dets,” he said.

SECRETARY Tugade exchanges pleasantries with Captains Morales and Librodo before the induction ceremony
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the Center’s modern facilities and state-
of-the art equipment.

He also visited the PMMA Safety Cen-
ter where a fire-fighting demonstration was 
staged by PMMA cadets.

Commo. Abutal also brought Secretary 
Tugade to the exact spot for the proposed 
DOTr and PMMA lighthouse. In his mes-
sage after the oath-taking ceremony, the 
secretary directed Usec. Lopez for Finance 
to find sources of funds for the lighthouse to 
ensure its construction.

“It is my mission as secretary of the De-
partment of Transportation to improve, take 
care and build lighthouses. We’re construct-
ing this lighthouse not only as a legacy to 

PMMA but to improve the maritime safety.” 
Finally, the secretary was quite impressed 

by the silent drill smartly executed earlier by 
PMMA cadets, thus he decided to leave them 
a Christmas gift -- a cool P100,000 cash on 
the spot.

“Gamitin ninyo sa tamang paraan; hu-
wag gamitin sa alak; huwag gastusin sa 
sigarilyo. Gastusin ninyo sa pamamagi-
tan ng expression of love o pagmamahal 
sa inyong mga magulang (Use this cash 
gift in a right way; don’t use it for liquor; 
don’t spend for cigarettes. Spend this as an 
expression of love or your love for your 
parents),” the secretary advised the Com-
pany Commander as he handed him two 
bundles of crisp P100 bills to be divided 
among the members of the company.


